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Carla Rinaldi left us in Reggio Emilia. Words are always inadequate when faced with the pain of losing 
a loved one, but even more so when that person has crossed public and cultural life leaving a profound, 
authentic, unmistakable mark. Carla was a guide for me, a friend, an inexhaustible source of inspiration. 
Above all, she was an exceptional woman: one of the most esteemed pedagogues on an international 
level, capable of speaking to the entire world starting from a city that has made childhood the center of 
its identity.

For many years she was President of the Reggio Children Foundation – a role that I have the honor of 
holding today – and more recently she had become Honorary President. But Carla did not like positions, 
and she never made them weigh: she was a reference figure because she embodied a vision, not because 
she claimed it. Anyone who crossed her path knows it: Carla had the rare gift of strong meekness. A 
gentle strength that knew how to make people grow, accompany, and inspire.

She was the most direct heir of Loris Malaguzzi, the pedagogist who founded the Reggio Children 
Approach, and she was able to translate and renew that thought for our time, broadening its horizons, 
taking it beyond the borders of Italy, making Reggio pedagogy a universal language, spoken in many 
languages and recognized throughout the world. For Carla, innovation was not a buzzword, but a daily 
act of responsibility. In an era that often seeks easy solutions, she insisted on complexity, on the value of 
doubt, on listening as a form of research.

Her voice was always calm, yet no one could remain indifferent to her. Because there was coherence 
between what she said and what she did. Because every word was nourished by experience. For Carla, 
children were full citizens, bearers of rights, intelligence, beauty. Never "little adults", but whole people, 
capable of thought and imagination, with the right to be listened to and to live in educational contexts 
that respect and enhance their uniqueness. This outlook has changed the way schools are taught in many 
parts of the world. It has also changed the training of teachers, pedagogists, parents. It has made 
education a civil and collective issue.

In her work, Carla has naturally intertwined pedagogical research with art, science, philosophy, 
architecture. She did not conceive of knowledge as a fence, but as an open ecosystem, where each 
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discipline can contribute to better understanding the mystery of growth. She has built networks of 
dialogue between cities, schools, universities, foundations, in Italy and abroad. She traveled everywhere, 
carrying the heart of Reggio Emilia with her, without ever giving in to self-referentiality. She always 
gave back more than she received. She never tired of betting on the future, even when it seemed 
uncertain. During the pandemic, she wrote and spoke with clarity about the need to rethink educational 
contexts, without giving in to fear, but rather relaunching trust as the basis for every project. And she did 
so not out of optimism, but out of deep ethical conviction: for Carla, educating was the most serious way 
to take care of tomorrow. Today that we miss her, her void seems immense.

But it would be wrong to think that her voice has died down. In reality, it will continue to resonate in 
nursery schools and preschools, in the thoughts of the many who met her, in the educational policies that 
she helped inspire, in the girls and boys who, thanks to her, were seen, welcomed, valued. At the Reggio 
Children Foundation today we feel like orphans, but also heirs. And it is not just any legacy: it is a call 
to commitment, to continuous research, to deep listening. It is an invitation to never stop looking at the 
world with the eyes of childhood, with the courage of curiosity, with the responsibility of those who 
know that every educational gesture builds the future. Carla, in saying goodbye, leaves us a task: never 
interrupt the dialogue between generations, continue to believe that education is the highest form of 
politics, and that beauty – even in the places of childhood – is a right for everyone. Thank you, Carla, for 
what you have taught us. We will continue on the path you have shown us, with your same passion, the 
same rigor, the same sweetness.
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